
PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 
May 3, 2022 
 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, Mertztown, 
Pennsylvania, at 7:00 p.m. prevailing time. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Boyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Preston Boyer - Chair, Mark Story – Vice Chair, Chris Moore, Greg Kupar, 
and David River - Secretary.  Also, in attendance were Jill Smith, PE of Hanover Engineering 
Associates, and Beth Kohl, Esq. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the April 5, 2022 Planning Commission meeting were presented.  A motion to 
approve the minutes was made by Mark Story and seconded by Greg Kupar.  All in favor. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Board of Supervisors will be holding a Special Joint Meeting on Tuesday May 24th at 
p.m.  They are requesting the presence of all Township Boards and Committees to discuss the 
Township's vision for its parks and recreation facilities and the preparation of a Master Park 
Plan. 
 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 Board of Supervisors Meeting of April 12, 2022: 

The Board of Supervisors passed a motion to accept the time extension for the Brandywine Heights School District Minor 
Subdivision Plan to June 14, 2022 as provided by the Applicant. 
 

 Board of Supervisors Meeting April 28, 2022: 
The Board of Supervisors passed a motion to reschedule and advertise the Special Joint Meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
May 24th at 7:00 PM to discuss the Township’s vision for its parks and recreation facilities and the preparation of a Master 
Park Plan. The Township will be notifying members of Township Boards and Committees, as well as advertising the 
meeting to residents/general public through the Township website and social media. 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
None 
 
 
SUBDIVISION/LAND DEVELOPMENT AGENDA ITEMS 
Brandywine Heights Area School District Final Minor Subdivision  
 - Victor Grande, PE of Rettew Associates, Inc. 
 - Dr. Andrew Potteiger, District Superintendent  
 



The Applicant needs to research the need for an Easement Agreement to be drawn up and 
recorded before this plan is approved, or should it be filed with East Penn Manufacturing’s 
(EPM) Site Development Plan, which is in process with the Township.  As the parcel that the 
drainage easement is on is part of this subdivision and EPM is a party to this subdivision, it was 
proposed that the Township should require that EPM sign these plans when finalized and file the 
Easement Agreement with this Plan. 
 
The applicant is requesting two waivers, as outlined in the letter sent to the Planning 
Commission from Rettew Associates, dated April 8, 2022 as follows: 
 1. SALDO Section 402.A.1 – Request a waiver to present all plan data at a scale of 
1”=150’, and 
 2. SALDO Section 403.C – Request a waiver from the requirement to present a Context 
Map in accordance with the Ordinance. 
 
A motion was made by Greg Kupar and seconded by Dave River to recommend to the Board of 
Supervisors that they approve the waivers requested by the applicant for SALDO Sections 
402.A.1 for Plan Scale and 403.C for Context Map.  All in favor. 
 
The applicant is requesting conditional approval, pending the addressing of all issues stated in 
the Hanover Engineering review letter of April 29, 2022. 
 
A motion was made by Greg Kupar and seconded by Dave River to recommend to the Board of 
Supervisors that they grant Conditional Final Plan Approval for the Brandywine Heights Area 
School District Final Minor Subdivision Plan, subject to the review letter from Hanover 
Engineering Associates of April 29, 2022.  All in favor. 
 
 
Mountain Village Mobile Home Park Subdivision 
 - Carl Weiner, Esq., representing the Applicant 
 - Brad Macy, Engineer for the Applicant 
 - Deborah Roesener, Consulting Engineer for the Applicant  
 

References: Plan set designated Revision 2, dated April 8, 2022, Hanover 
Engineering’s review letter dated May 2, 2022, and a revised Waiver Request Letter 
from the Applicant, dated April 8, 2022.   
 
Discussion ensued for items including:  

 a. Right-of-way of Walker Road – Plan shows a 60 foot ultimate right-of-way, while 
Walker is a local road with a 44 foot right-of-way; 60 feet would be for a collector road.  More 
could be dedicated to the township, but is not necessary.  Applicant to present a final decision 
on how they wish to proceed. 
 b. A remnant piece on the north side of Walker Road needs to be addressed.  The 
Township would probably not be interested in the additional small irregular triangle.  An 
alternative would be to offer it to the adjacent property owner.  That would involve an annexation 
and a plan submission for review.  It is presently designated Tract 2 in all descriptions. 
 c. Curbing in the new section –  
  1. Curbing - rolled vs. vertical and the curbing going into the cartway of the 
internal streets.  Detail will need to show center-to-center.   
  2. Non-standard inlets are incorporated in the rolled curb; their allowance by 
Penndot will be investigated.  The advantage of the rolled curb is when mobile homes are 
added or removed.  The facts will need to be in a waiver request, as this differs from the 



Township standards of 44 feet of paved cartway.  This should include the fact that the rolled curb 
enters into the cartway, which is not the case with the standard vertical curbing. 
 d. Parking – 
  1. Providing 2 spaces per lot and 2 overflow parking areas.   
  2. Parking along / in the rolled curb.  Proposal is still for no parking along the 
streets.  Per the Community Manager at Mountain Village (in attendance), parking by residents 
is not allowed in the presently developed Section 1; only guests are permitted to park in the 
park’s streets.  This parking policy should be noted on this Plan.  Parking on one side, to 
maintain a standard width for vehicular and Emergency Services traffic may be an option.  If on-
street parking blocks driveways, that would not be acceptable. 
 e. Utility easements –  
  1. With storm sewer or drainage swales between some lots, those are to be 
included in formalized drainage easements and the grounds must be maintained by the 
Applicant.  They are separate and apart from the individual lots, as part of the planned storm 
water management system.  No structures, trees, or landscaping may be within those easement 
areas.   
  2. The easement is required to be 20 feet wide.  In numerous planned locations, 
the width is 15 feet.  The paths will be covered in grass pavers, which should be 20 feet wide. 
 f. Slope of retention basin access – a 10:1 slope is required for the grading of the ramp 
to access the bottom of the retention ponds.   
 g. Interior street lighting – Street lights will be placed at intersections and spaced-out 
along the individual roadways.  Currently in Section 1, there is a lamp post in front of each 
house.  The residents are ‘required’ to turn on the lamps each night, but that is difficult to 
enforce.   
 h. Buffer areas –  
  1. In a separate submission to Jill, the Applicant showed a ‘newer’ layout for the 
retention walls around the buffer areas:  
   a) the wall moved off of the property line;  
   b) it still has 6’ vinyl privacy fencing as shown;  
   c) existing vegetation untouched ‘outside’ of the wall;  
   d) in front of the fence, 10 foot arborvitae will be planted between the  
    houses and the fence and retaining wall instead of the maples  
    shown on the submitted Plan.   
 
Resident comments - Brian Billig & Lucille Pradel, 348 Hunter Forge Road, Macungie 
 a. For lots 77-85, there is a 30 foot buffer; the wall is at least 10 feet off of the property 
line. 
 b. Concern over basin runoff – Can the spreader outflow be rotated away from their 
pasture?  Will be investigated. 
 
Next step is for the Applicant to go before the Zoning Hearing Board to clear up the use issue.  
As their deadline with the Planning Commission is in June, an extension may be needed before 
they are able to come before the Planning Commission again. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 
None. 
 
 
GENERAL PLANNING COMMISSION TOPICS 
None. 



 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Chris Moore and seconded by Greg Kupar to adjourn the meeting at 
8:50 pm.  All in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David River, Recording Secretary 


